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PHASE TWO: JULY 8–18, 1948 PHASE THREE: OCT. 15, 1948–JULY 20, 1949

1947–1948 CIVIL WAR IN MANDATORY PALESTINE PHASE ONE: 14 MAY–11 JUNE 1948

1948 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR

THE PROBLEM OF PALESTINIAN REFUGEES
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1948 ARAB-ISRAELI WAR FIGURES & CONCEPTS

�ere were 10 days of 
�ghting between the 
two UN truces that 
were marked by Israeli 
o�ensives, the most 
important of which was 
Operation Dani.
�e IDF secured the 
corridor between Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem by 
capturing Lydda and 
Ramle on July 11 and 12.
A�er the operation, 
about 50,000 Palestin-
ians were forced to 
leave, marking the 
single largest exodus of 
the war.

�e UN released its 
partition plan in 
September 1947, and 
violence erupted shortly 
therea�er. 
Between December 
1947 and March 1948, it 
is estimated that 2,000 
people were killed and  
4,000 were injured.
Beginning in April 
1948, the Haganah put 
into place Plan Dalet, a 
plan to defend the 
Jewish state from 
invasion.

Folke Bernadotte 
released a new partition 
plan on Sept. 16, which 
was rejected by both 
sides. He was assasinated 
the next day.
Beginning in October, 
the IDF began  to force 
the Arab armies out of 
Israel. 
�ey captured the 
Galilee and the Negev  
and even invaded the 
Sinai Penninsula.
In December 1948, the 
UN declared a general 
peace agreement for the 
con�ict. 

Ben-Gurion declared 
independence for Israel 
on May 14, 1948—one 
day before the end of 
the British mandate. 
In the next few days, 
about 25,000 troops 
invaded from the 
surrounding countries.
�e Israeli Defense 
Forces (IDF) was 
formed on May 26, and 
their �rst mission was to 
keep Arab armies from 
destroying Jewish 
settlements.

Hundreds of cities were depopulated 
during the 1948 con�ict and in the years 
immediately following the war. In 1951, 
the UN esitmated the number of 
Palestinian refugees to be about 711,000. 
Today that number, taking into account 
those who have resettled and the 
descencdents of refugees, is about 4.9 
million.
UN Resolution 194, passed at the end of 
the war and rea�rmed every year since, 
called for the return of refugees to their 
homes.

Palestinian refugees, 1948.

July 24, 1922:
League of Nations 
approves British 
mandate of 
Palestine and 
Transjordan.

Oct. 1936:
Arab general 
strike, beginning 
of Great Arab 
Revolt. More than 
5,000 are killed in 
two years.

July 7, 1937:
The Peel Commission 
releases its report 
recommending 
partitioned Arab and 
Jewish states.

May 17, 1939:
White paper of 1939 
restricts Jewish 
immigration.

Sept. 20, 1944:
Formation of 
Jewish Brigade

Sept. 29, 1947:
UN releases 
partition plan

Oct. 29, 1956:
Suez Crisis. Israel, 
France and Britain 
invade Egypt to 
gain control of 
the Suez Canal.

Feb. 24-July 20, 1949:
Armistice 
agreements.

June 5-10, 1967:
Six-Day War

Sometimes known as the Israeli War of Independence, this military con�ict was fought between the newly declared state 
of Israel and the Arab states and settlements surrounding its borders. It was also the beginning of a large expulsion of 
Palestinian refugees, and because of this, the Arabic word for the war is al Nakba, the catastrophe. For Israelis, however, 
the war is the marker of the successful establishment of a still-controversial Jewish homeland.

Zionism: An international movement 
advocating for a politically established  
homeland for the Jewish people. 

Theodor Herzl: Austrian 
journalist considered to be 
the founder of modern 
Zionism.  He is said to have 
been motivated by the 
Dreyfus A�air in France.

Haganah: A Jewish 
paramilitary organization 
created during the British 
mandate to protect 
Jewish settlements. It was 
disbanded in 1948 with

the establishment of the IDF.   

Arab League: Created in 
1945, this regional 
organization comprised 
the Arab states in the 
Middle East. One of the

group’s goals was to keep the Jewish 
minority in the British mandate from 
establishing a Jewish state.  

Yishuv: Refers to the Jewish population 
living in Palestine before the establish-
ment of Israel. There were about 700,000 
Jews in Palestine in 1948.  

Arab Liberation Army: Set up by the 
Arab League, it was a volunteer army 
with about 6,000 troops. It was o�cially 
alloted an area in Northern Palestine. 

Folke Bernadotte: UN 
mediator who oversaw 
the 1948 cease�res. He 
presented two alternative 
partition plans, which were 
rejected by both sides. 

He was assasinated on Sept. 17, 1948.

David Ben-Gurion: First 
prime minister of Israel, 
which he founded with 
the May 14, 1948 
declaration. He served as 
prime minister until 1963. 

King Abdullah I: The king 
of Transjordan, he 
commanded the strongest 
Arab army in the war and 
wanted to annex Palestine 
as part of his country.
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